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Our traditional service will be available
on the radio at 8:30am each Sunday
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W E E K  O F  J U N E  1 1 T H ,  2 0 2 3

We of fer  our  thanks  to  Heather
Anderson ,  who has  served as
our  Coordinator  o f  Branding ,

Market ing ,  and Technology
s ince  August  2019 .  Dur ing  that

t ime,  Heather  has  increased
our  soc ia l  media  presence ,
modi f ied  our  webs i te  and

weekly  e-newsletter  to  be  far
more  access ib le ,  taken

count less  photos ,  wr i t ten
hundreds  of  ar t ic les ,  a ided

dozens  of  members  with  thei r
technologica l  needs ,  jo ined

with  other  s ta f f  in  moving our
worship  serv ices  onl ine  dur ing

a  t ime when our  members
needed connect ion  more  than
ever ,  and so  much more .  Whi le

you wi l l  s t i l l  see  Heather
around,  vo lunteer ing  in  many
areas  of  the  church ,  she  wi l l

conclude her  t ime as  a  member
of  the  F i rs t  UMC staf f  in  mid-

June .  Be  sure  to  share  your
apprec iat ion  with  Heather

when you see  her !

Meet our New Director of 
Branding and Communications! 

Retirement Party for Ed
Davis Special Thanks

You are  inv i ted  to  a  come-and-
go recept ion  in  honor  of  Ed

Davis ,  D i rector  o f  Worship  and
Music ,  for  h is  twenty  one  years

of  serv ice  to  St i l lwater  F i rs t
UMC!  The  recept ion  wi l l  be  held

f rom 3-5  p .m.  in  the  Mult i -
Purpose  Room of  the  Fami ly

L i fe  Center .  I f  you  are  unable  to
attend but  would  l ike  to  share

your  apprec iat ion  with  Ed ,
notes  and cards  can be  dropped

of f  at  the  church of f ice  or
mai led  to :



Ed  Dav is  c /o

F i rs t  UMC
400 West  7th  Ave

St i l lwater ,  OK 74074



Also ,  note  that  Sunday ,  June
25th  wi l l  be  Ed ’s  f ina l  Sunday  of
leading worship .  We hope that

you wi l l  make every  e f fort  to
jo in  us  for  one  of  our  three
morning worship  serv ices .

Addit ional ly ,  i f  you  have  sung in
the  choi r  before  and would  l ike

to  be  part  o f  s inging for  Ed ’s
f ina l  weeks ,  you  are  welcome to

jo in  the  choi r  on  Wednesday
evenings  f rom 6 :30-8 :00 p .m.  in
the  Music  Sui te  located on the

f i rs t  f loor  o f  the  Sanctuary
Bui ld ing .

S t i l l w a t e r  F i r s t  U M C  i s  e x c i t e d  t o
a n n o u n c e  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  G a r e t t  R e d i n g
a s  o u r  n e w  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  B r a n d i n g ,
M a r k e t i n g ,  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y !  G a r e t t  i s

a  l o n g - t e r m  S t i l l w a t e r  r e s i d e n t ,
h a v i n g  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  b o t h

S t i l l w a t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  O k l a h o m a
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f

e q u a l  p a r t s  t e c h n o l o g y  g e e k  a n d
B i b l e  n e r d  w i t h  a  p a s s i o n  t o  t e a c h
o t h e r s  a n d  i s  b l e s s e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e

L o r d  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  w i f e ,
A n a i s ,  a n d  d a u g h t e r ,  A m e l i a .

F o r  t h e  p a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  G a r e t t  h a s
s e r v e d  a s  b o t h  a  T e c h  T h e a t e r

I n s t r u c t o r  a n d  t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s
C e n t e r  D i r e c t o r  a t  S t i l l w a t e r  H i g h

S c h o o l .  H e  h a s  a l s o  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  l i v e
a n d  s t u d i o  m u s i c  i n d u s t r i e s ,  b o t h  o n

a n d  o f f  s t a g e ,  a t  v a r i o u s  m u s i c
v e n u e s ,  s t u d i o s ,  a n d  c h u r c h e s .  G a r e t t

h a s  a  d e e p  l o v e  f o r  G o d ,  m e n t o r i n g
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  m u s i c  w r i t i n g .  H e  i s

e x c i t e d  t o  b r i n g  h i s  s k i l l s  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e  t o  F i r s t  U M C .

G a r e t t  w i l l  b e g i n  h i s  r o l e  o n  J u n e  5 t h ,
a n d  y o u  w i l l  s e e  h i m  o n  S u n d a y

m o r n i n g s  i n  o u r  t e c h  b o o t h s ,  a i d i n g
o u r  s o u n d ,  l i g h t s ,  a n d  v i d e o

t e c h n o l o g i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  A s
y o u  s e e  G a r e t t  a r o u n d  F i r s t  U M C ,  b e

s u r e  t o  g i v e  h i m  a  w a r m  w e l c o m e !



F r o m  M a y  2 2 n d  t o  M a y  2 4 t h ,  p a s t o r s  a n d  l a y  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  S t i l l w a t e r  F i r s t  U M C  a t t e n d e d  t h e
O k l a h o m a  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  B o s t o n  A v e n u e  U M C  i n  T u l s a .  B e l o w ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d

r e f l e c t i o n s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  o u r  a t t e n d e e s .



K a t h y  H e i l ,  L a y  D e l e g a t e
C o n n e c t i o n :  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  w h i c h  a  p e r s o n ,  t h i n g ,  o r  i d e a  i s  l i n k e d  o r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g

e l s e .
" C o n n e c t i o n "  w a s  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  O k l a h o m a  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e .  W h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t h e r e  w a s

c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  A p r i l  o f  t h i s  y e a r !  T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  p r a y e r ,
s o n g s ,  l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p .  W e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  t h e  O k l a h o m a  c o n f e r e n c e  t o

a t t e n d  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 4 .
O f  s p e c i a l  n o t e  w a s  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  m i s s i o n a r y  W i l l i e  B e r m a n ,  w h o  s h a r e d  a b o u t  a  p r o j e c t  i n  R i o  B r a v o ,
M e x i c o ,  c a l l e d  " M a n o s  J u n t a s , "  m e a n i n g  " H a n d s  T o g e t h e r . "  O u r  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  M e x i c a n

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h e s  t o  b u i l d  h o u s e s ,  a  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r ,  t w o  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r s ,  a  1 0 0 - p e r s o n  c h i l d r e n ' s
d a y c a r e  c e n t e r ,  a n d  a  3 0 0 - p e r s o n  a u d i t o r i u m .  T a l k  a b o u t  c o n n e c t i o n !  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  h a d  a  r e p o r t
f r o m  J a m e s  H u n t ,  C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y  D i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  W e s l e y  C e n t e r  o n  t h e  O S U  c a m p u s ,  w h i c h  w a s  o f

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  o u r  O S U  c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o  f i n d  t h e i r
p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  J e s u s .  O n e  o f  o u r  O S U  g r a d u a t e s  h a s  e v e n  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  i n t o  s e m i n a r y .
C a m p u s  m i n i s t r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  s e r v e d  8 4 7  s t u d e n t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  2 2 , 1 5 8  m e a l s  t h i s  p a s t

y e a r !  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e p o r t  o n  o u r  C a m p  &  R e t r e a t  m i n i s t r i e s ,  w h i c h  o f f e r  s a f e  s p a c e s
f o r  k i d s  t o  l e a r n  a n d  g r o w  i n  s e r v i c e .  O u r  c a m p s  i n  O k l a h o m a  i n c l u d e  E g a n ,  C a n y o n ,  a n d  C r o s s p o i n t .

G o d  c a n  a n d  d o e s  c h a n g e  l i v e s  a t  c a m p s !
W e  h a v e  s o  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n n e c t i o n a l  m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t

C h u r c h .  S t i l l w a t e r  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  l e t ' s  g i v e  o u r s e l v e s  a  h a n d .  W e  A R E  c o n n e c t e d .  L e t ' s  s t a y  c o n n e c t e d . . .
G o d  b l e s s  y o u  a l l .



M o n t y  K a r n s ,  L a y  D e l e g a t e

T h e  l a s t  f e w  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s i n e s s l i k e  a s  t h e  A C  c o n s i d e r e d  i s s u e s  o f
d i s a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h o s e  w e r e  a  b i t  s t r e s s f u l .  W i t h  h i s  o p e n i n g  a d d r e s s ,  B i s h o p  N u n n  s e t  a  p o s i t i v e  t o n e .  H e
r e m i n d e d  t h e  A C  o f  t h e  m a n y  d i v i s i o n s  o f  M e t h o d i s m  o v e r  o u r  2 5 0 - y e a r  h i s t o r y .  H e  r e m i n d e d  u s  o f  t h e

w o r k  w e  d o ,  a s  a  c o n n e c t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  a  h u r t i n g  w o r l d  b y  b e i n g  t h e  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  o f
J e s u s .  T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e  d e l e g a t e s .  D u r i n g  a  p a u s e  i n  t h e

p r o c e s s ,  a  g r o u p  o f  d e l e g a t e s  b e g a n  s i n g i n g  " S p i r i t  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  G o d " .  S o o n ,  a l l  w e r e  s i n g i n g ,  a n d  t h e n
p e o p l e  w e r e  s h o u t i n g  o u t  h y m n s  t o  s i n g .  A f t e r  a  b i t ,  t h e  B i s h o p  r e m a r k e d  h e  h a d  l o s t  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  i t

w a s  i n  a  g o o d  w a y  a s  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  S p i r i t .  A  l o n g t i m e  f r i e n d  w h o  h a s  b e e n  t o  m a n y
A C s  c o m m e n t e d  i t  h a d  b e e n  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t h a t  k i n d  o f  S p i r i t  a t  A C .

Y e s ,  w e  a r e  i n  a  n e w  p h a s e  o f  o u r  d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  t h o s e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  l e a v i n g  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  a  p a r t
o f  U M C ' s  h i s t o r y  a n d  w i l l  h a v e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  g o s p e l .

C h r i s t  o n c e  a d m o n i s h e d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  b y  s a y i n g ,  " T h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  a g a i n s t  u s  a r e  f o r  u s . "  M a y  w e
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t r u t h  a s  w e l l .



M a r t h a  M c M i l l i a n ,  N o r t h e r n  P r a i r i e  D i s t r i c t  L a y  L e a d e r

I  m u s t  a d m i t ,  I  w a s  a  l i t t l e  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  -  a n x i o u s  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r
M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  t e n s i o n s  a n d  d i s a f f i l i a t i o n s  a n d  a n x i o u s  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  g i v e  a  s h o r t ,

f i v e - m i n u t e  t a l k  a t  t h e  l a i t y  l u n c h e o n .  M y  t e n s i o n  r e l a x e d  q u i c k l y  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  b i s h o p ' s  o p e n i n g
a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " c o n n e c t e d n e s s "  i n  o u r  c h u r c h  a n d  s i m i l a r  m e s s a g e s  b y  o t h e r  l e a d e r s

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  M y  m e s s a g e  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " i n c l u s i o n "  i n  o u r  c h u r c h e s ,
s h a r i n g  t h a t  a s  a  y o u t h  i n  m y  s m a l l  r u r a l  c h u r c h  i n  Y a l e ,  I  l o v e d  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  s o  m u c h  t h a t  I  g r e w  u p
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  p r e a c h e r ,  o n l y  t o  b e  t o l d ,  " L i t t l e  g i r l s  c a n ' t  b e  p r e a c h e r s . "  T h a t  w a s  m y
f i r s t  e x c l u s i o n ,  b u t  I  w e n t  o n  t o  l o v e  a n d  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  I

f e e l  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  i n c l u d e  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  i n  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p .
T h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  m e  w a s  o u r  S t i l l w a t e r  F U M C  C h o i r  i n  M o n d a y  n i g h t ' s  w o r s h i p

s e r v i c e .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  s o  p r o u d .  E v e r y w h e r e  I  w e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s ,  p e o p l e  w o u l d  s t o p
m e  t o  s a y  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  e n j o y e d  o u r  s i n g i n g .  T h a n k  y o u ,  E d ,  f o r  b e i n g  o u r  g r e a t  d i r e c t o r .  I  c a m e  a w a y
f r o m  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  f e e l i n g  p r o u d  t o  b e  a  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  -  p r o u d  o f  o u r  m i s s i o n s  a n d  m e s s a g e s ,  a n d

e q u a l l y  p r o u d  o f  m y  l o c a l  c h u r c h  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d e s i r e  t o  r e m a i n  c o n n e c t e d .



W e  w i l l  f e a t u r e  P a s t o r  C i n d y ' s  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  o u r  n e x t  W e e k l y  R e c a p !







W E E K  O F  J U N E  1 1 T H ,  2 0 2 3
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Reflections from Annual Conference


